
 

 

Letter to CCNA membership from  

Drs. Chertkow and Rockwood 
 
The CCNA Annual Events provided us with a unique and timely opportunity to come together as leaders of 
the Canadian Dementia scientific community to mobilize a National Dementia Strategy. As experts and 
stakeholders who have the privilege of a national platform, we also have a responsibility to act, and to do 
so as a collective.  
 
Based on the efforts of the Alzheimer Society of Canada, we know that influencing policy is best done in 
numbers and that it should take the form of participating in meetings that emphasize the impact a 
National strategy would have on our research, and how this translates into care, as well as signing our 
names to letters.  
  
Indeed, a Canadian commitment to a Dementia Strategy would include research as one of its primary 
pillars, and we must join the push to make it informed. While we are encouraged by the recent Senate 
report, “Dementia in Canada: A National Strategy for Dementia-friendly Communities,” and the federal 
government’s statement of support for a national strategy, we also know that our research remains 
underfunded. And research is at the heart of finding disease-modifying treatment. 
 
Indeed, according to the Senate report, “[a]n investment of 1% of direct medical costs would translate to 
a research budget of about $100 million, more than twice the current CIHR investment. … this level of 
investment would likely permit researchers to find a disease-modifying treatment by 2025.” 
 

 
Howard Chertkow, Scientific Director 

 

As Howard points out, as members of the CCNA, we should use our research, expertise, and leadership 
roles to influence policy. Evidence and relationships of trust are what change hearts and minds, and we 
are the trusted leaders in our field.  
 
CCNA’s Knowledge Translation and Exchange program has a significant role to play in supporting this. KTE 
has been engaged to support efforts around the introduction of Bill C-233 (“an act respecting a national 
strategy for AD and other dementias”); consulted by Senate on their key recommendations report 
(released mid-November 2016), and keeping a pulse on the many policy-related initiatives within the 
CCNA. We also know that expert opinion in the form of written letters was highly impactful in the United 
States, as seen with the historic funding increase in December 2015.  
 
Enclosed, you will find the tools to act as individuals within this broad consortium. Even if our politics are 
weak, our argument is strong: Canada needs an effective national dementia strategy. And our findings are 
at the heart of building it.  
 

 
Kenneth Rockwood, KTE Program Lead             


